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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Some years back I attended the Parliament of World Religions in Chicago. This conference
celebrated dialogue and cooperation between the religions of the world, as well as raising issues
related to preserving the environment. At this Parliament, Gerald Barney made several propositions
for world religious leaders in an attempt to collectively raise Earth consciousness and planetary
awareness. For this month’s essay, it seems most appropriate for me to present a portion of his
material since we are in the spring of the year, and this is Earth Week:
“In most cultures, transitional events – such as birthdays, graduations, marriages, funerals –
are marked by celebrations having three elements. The first element is a period of grieving, a period
of preparation to give up a past condition. To become 50 years old, I had to give up being 49, and
that was a little sad. For us humans to enter any new year we must mature and die to the old year.
“The second element is a moment of transition, the actual death of the old and beginning of
the new. This moment is marked by a symbolic act, such as the embrace or lifting of the veil at a
wedding, the movement of tassels at a graduation, the closing of the casket or the lighting of the
pyre at a funeral….We need a new symbol, perhaps the crossing through water to a new place and a
new way of being.
“The third element of a transition event is celebration – the celebration of the possibilities of
the new condition. Wedding parties and graduation parties express our best wishes for the future
possibilities of those who have entered a new era of their lives….We must have a planet-wide
celebration expressing our best wishes for the whole community of life on Earth.
“Since gifts are a central element of transitional celebrations, each person, each family, each
organization, each community, each country, and each faith can offer gifts to help earth through
each century and each millennium. It means giving and not taking. Would you offer a gift? Would
you devote the next year helping billions of humans learn from each other and from Earth how to live
sustainably, justly, and humanely? Would you put away hatred and work together in ways previously
unimagined and unimaginable? Would you develop a community of Earth’s faith traditions that is an
example of the kind of open communication, mutual respect, acceptance, cooperation, and good will
that should characterize the emerging global community of nations and peoples? Would you lead the
way to a planet-wide spiritual celebration of Earth’s entry into a new era? Would you bring every
person, every community, and every country to the celebration with appropriate gifts?”
Here in 2016, Earth Day and Passover happen to fall on April 22 nd. With that in mind, as we
cross through the waters and to new places of human being, considering all of the “gifts” we have so
freely received, what gifts can we return to one another and to our beautiful planet so that life may
thrive for future generations?

- John Doud

MAY EVENTS

PANCAKE BRUNCH May 21st
The next Pancake Brunch will be held on Saturday May 21 st from
10am-12 noon.
All proceeds go to the Stehouwer Free Clinic

SUNDAY SCHOOL/CHILDRENS SUNDAY MAY 22nd
May 22nd marks the end of the Sunday School year for 2015/2016.
Children will lead worship, and there will be games and treats after church

Please note that there will be no more Tuesday movies for the
2015/2016 season

FROM THE BOARD CLERK
BLUE CARDS
Marie Linn wishes to remind you all to please fill out and return the blue cards with your up-todate details, if you have not already done so.
Thank you!

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
EASTER BREAKFAST MARCH 27th
Thanks to all who contributed to the Easter Breakfast. There was an egg-hunt for the kids, and an Easter
Bonnet competition for all, with a hearty breakfast and joyful decorations in Fellowship Hall.

NEW MEMBERS APRIL 3rd
Welcome to our new members Karen Smeltzer, Don Lakin, Martha “Pat” Steinhour, and Cindy and Mark
Morley.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School kids enjoy making music
with the choir. Thanks to Karen Anderson
for working with the children to create and
perform a special song for Earth Day.

Lucy and Grace making a Get Well card.

Thanks to photographers Catherine Doud, Robin Corbin and Troy Knight for taking and
sending the photos used in this issue.
We welcome photographs for inclusion in the newsletter or elsewhere – please email
to office@firstcongcadillac.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING April 18th 2016






Pastor John Doud will attend Boundary Training on May 5th
On June 19th we will have a Gay Pride theme.
The Mission Offering will be taken after the Mission Moment on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Mission
offerings will still be accepted at any time in the month in the Mission envelopes.
Feedback and ideas from the congregation were presented.
Ideas generated at the Board Retreat will be discussed and prioritized at an extra Board meeting
Monday April 25th.

MISSIONS

Karma Chapo

May Mission: Strengthen The Church
This special mission offering of the United Church of Christ supports programs
• Funding new church starts and invigorating existing congregations
• Nurturing lay and pastoral leadership
• Building youth and young adult ministries
• Supporting the God is Still Speaking Ministry and its extravagant welcome for all within the United
Church of Christ.
Members of the United Church of Christ are encouraged to give to this offering through local UCC
congregations

JOYS
Congratulations for Dave and Sandy Gaunt on the birth of their granddaughter, Clara, in
Loveland, Colorado on March 14th

UNITED NORTHERN ASSOCIATION SPRING EVENT – APRIL 30TH

Please join us for our spring meeting at the Harrison UCC on Saturday, April 30th, starting at 8:30am. The
Theme of the day is Blessed to be a Blessing, which is a reference to the New Church Start in Traverse City. A
small but devoted group, led by Rev. Jody Betten, has been meeting for some time, dreaming, organizing, and
planning the best way to re-introduce the UCC in the Traverse City area. Jody will be sharing with the
association how dreams are being transformed into reality.
In the afternoon, the results of the recent grant competition, Seeds for Service, will be announced and
churches throughout the association will discover how they can join with other groups in their communities to
be a blessing to those in need.
The Harrison church will provide a continental breakfast, and a hearty lunch. Please see Penny Phelps for
registration information.

UCC Women of Michigan: The Gathering June 10, 11, 12, 2016
Click here for

The Gathering Info and Registration

Sunday Morning Schedule
Date

Greeter/ushers

Liturgist

Fellowship Hour

Sexton

Preacher

MAY 1

Linda Baynes &
Penny Phelps

Casey Cline

BIRTHDAY SUNDAY
Volunteers needed

Richard Harvey

John Doud

MAY 8

Bill & Sue Cinco

Ralph Annis

Volunteers needed

Sara Keinath

John Doud

MAY 15

Laura Jacobson &
Sam Pentces
Karma Chapo &
Donna Debney

Sue
Wachowski
Tom Jobson

Volunteers needed

Bob LeVand

John Doud

Volunteers needed

Marie Linn

Mike & Joyce Oatley

Penny Phelps

Volunteers needed

Tom Jobson

Children
Lead
Worship
John Doud

MAY 22
MAY 29

MAY 2016
SUNDAY

MONDAY

*Non-Church activities that occur in the church.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1 Choir 9:30am
2 *Jazz 5:45 pm 3*Jazz.8:30am
Worship 10:30am *Symphony Board Footliters 7pm
COMMUNION (in a 7pm
circle)

4 *Strength 4:30pm

5 Jazz. 8:30am,

*Jazz.5:45 pm

5:45 pm
Footliters 7pm

Choir 7pm

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6 Jazz.8:30 am

7 Jazz.8:30 am

13 Jazz.8:30 am

14 Jazz.8:30 am

20 Jazz.8:30 am

21 Jazz.8:30 am
PANCAKE
BRUNCH 10-12
28 Jazz.8:30 am

Footliters 2pm

8 Mothers’ Day
Choir 9:30am
Worship 10:30am

9 *Jazz 5:45 pm

10*Jazz.8:30am 11 *Strength 4:30pm

12 Jazz. 8:30am,

Footliters 7pm

*Jazz.5:45 pm

Choir 7pm

5:45 pm
Footliters 7pm

18 *Strength 4:30pm

19 Jazz. 8:30am,

*Jazz.5:45 pm

Choir 7pm

5:45 pm
Footliters 7pm

25 *Strength 4:30pm

26 Jazz. 8:30am,

*Jazz.5:45 pm

5:45 pm
Footliters 7pm

Footliters 2pm

15 Choir 9:30am
Worship 10:30am
Footliters 2pm

22 Choir 9:30am
Worship 10:30am
CHILDREN LEAD
WORSHIP

16 *Jazz 5:45 pm 17 *Jazz.8:30 am
Board Meeting
6:30 pm
23 *Jazz 5:45 pm 24 *Jazz.8:30 am
Footliters 7pm

Newsletter items
due

27 Jazz.8:30 am

Footliters 2pm

29 Memorial Day 30 *Jazz 5:45 pm 31 *Jazz.8:30 am
Footliters 7pm
Worship 10:30am
NOISY OFFERING
Footliters 2pm
Looking ahead: Philharmonic Club at First Congregational on Monday June 6th 12:30pm (Shannon Gilmore and Karen
Anderson will be performing)
Mission Offerings 2016: May: Strengthen the Church; June: New Hope Shelter; July: Back Pack Program;
August: Shepherd’s Table; September: Feeding America; October: Neighbor’s In Need; November: Salvation Army;
December: Christmas Fund

