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“Like dreams, myths are productions of the human imagination . . . Every myth, that is to say, 
whether or not by intention, is psychologically symbolic.”   
       - Joseph Campbell, The Inner Reaches of Outer Space 
 
 
 In this statement by Joseph Campbell, we understand the importance of reading and reflecting 
upon the great myths of human civilization. Classic stories of how human beings, from the dim, 
ancient past, onward to the present day, have experienced their realities, is the essence of mythic 
thinking. This is the psychological symbolism that Campbell is referring to. For how we as a species 
understand our existence against the backdrop of a profoundly and rapidly changing world, is part of 
the making our own collective myth(s). Our post-post modernistic approach to life, characterized in 
part by the anxieties produced by seemingly overwhelming change, is an indicator of what the late 
theologian Paul Tillich called “the shaking of the foundations.” This is to say, that we as human 
beings desire and need an undergirding narrative, a storyline, in order to make sense of our place in 
the world and experience a sense of outer and psychological security. “Myths” are structured on a 
collective and personal basis. That is, stories that help explain our existence, our purpose, and 
convey meaning, are the underpinnings that sustain our conscious lives. Unfortunately, the word 
“myth” or the study of  mythology, typically is misconstrued to mean “false,” “unreliable,” or worse, 
deceit. And importantly, myths, accompanied by ritual, create “religion” in its broad sense. The 
interfacing and interdependence of myth and religion is a fascinating study. 
 
 Beginning on Monday, September 26th, I will be offering a class at the church on Myth and 
Religion. We will be reading and discussing the issues mentioned above, examining the roots of 
mythological and religious consciousness (including neuroscience), studying several classical myths, 
and considering how myth and religion have and continue to shape human thought and 
development. Classes will be held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month and meet from 7-8:30 
pm. As the date for our first class draws near, I encourage you to think about joining me for a 
stimulating, educational, group experience.  
 
Warm regards,  

 

Joe Elenbaas, Ph.D. 
  



 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING AND POTLUCK     
 
Don’t forget the Semi-Annual Meeting and Potluck after the service on Sunday 
September 25th.  We will be presenting the new Bylaws, and Covenant Mission 
Statement.  A delightful Bakery Auction will be held during the meeting. 
 
Note:  We will have a “neutral pulpit” sermon on that Sunday (Pastor John will 
introduce the guest pastor).   

 

CHURCH EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

RALLY DAY: SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS  
 

There will be a special time in the service on September 11th to speak about the 
new curriculum, and an interactive program.   
After the service, there will be registration for the children, and an open house of 
the Sunday school room and nursery.  Come see our new Nursery equipment! 

 

                            

 

ORGAN RE-DEDICATION AND CHOIR STARTS 
 

In Honor of Rev. Bill  Allinder we will be celebrating and re-dedicating our newly 
restored Wicks Pipe Organ during the worship service on September 18th, with 
special Guest Organist Sandy Bode. 
 
Choir practices will start on Wednesday September 7th at 7pm. 

 

FALL STUDY GROUP 
A Fall Study Group will be starting in the Fall on Monday September 26th 
2016.The class will be about how classical mythology and religion (ie, world 
religions) shape, interface, and influence our lives, our psychological approaches, 
politics, etc.   
The group will meet from 7pm -8:30 pm on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the 
month beginning September 26th, through Dec 12th  
( Sept 26, Oct 10, Oct 24, Nov 14, Nov 28, Dec 12).  
 

Joe D. Elenbaas, Ph.D. 
 

 



WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 

 
VISITING PASTOR IN JULY - Elliot Wimbush   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
 
NOTES FROM JULY MEETING: 

 

 BOT continued work on our new building use policy. 

 The Treasurer’s report indicated it is time to tap our reserve fund. 

 Joe Elenbaas wishes to offer a class to the congregation this fall. 

 

 NOTES FROM AUGUST MEETING: 
 

 Thanks to Richard Harvey for installing the new back door. He will do finishing touches soon. 

 Thanks to Cheryl Burke & Dani Veenstra for serving in the pulpit while our minister, John Doud, was on 

vacation. 

 Pastor John will be returning Sunday, September 4, and Rachel Whiteman, our church secretary will 

return September 6. 

 There was discussion about the grant for a new front door and handicap ramp repair. 

  



Thanks to photographers, for taking and sending the photos used in this issue.  
We welcome photographs for inclusion in the bulletin or elsewhere – please email 
to office@firstcongcadillac.org 

 

2016 Annual Twin Falls Church Swim Party 
 
Good food, good times, and good sharing with friends.  Thanks Bob & Troy for being wonderful hosts 
and sharing your home (Twin Falls) with our loving congregation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS COMING UP IN THE WIDER UCC 

 
 

THE INTERFAITH AMIGOS  coming to Alpena, MI 
 Thursday, September 22, 2016 
“The Power of Interfaith Dialogue” 

 
Pastor Don Mackenzie, Rabbi Ted Falcon and Imam Jamal Rahman—now known as the Interfaith 
Amigos— An imam, a rabbi and a pastor  who started working together after 9/11. The Amigos share 
why interfaith dialogue is so critically important in our world today, and how each of their traditions 
both support as well as hinder that deeper dialogue. Their work is dedicated to supporting more 
effective interfaith dialogue that can bring greater collaboration to the major social and economic 
issues of our time. 
The keynote event for this year’s Alpena's 30 Days of Peace includes 2 daytime workshops at 11 am 
Creating Trust in an Interfaith Environment and 2 pm The Value of a Core Teaching at Alpena 
Community College in Granham Theater (please register for these – IT'S FREE) and an evening 
presentation on Challenges to Interfaith Cooperation at 7 pm at Alpena High School's Beck 
Auditorium (ALSO FREE and NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY). 
 
To register for workshops or for more information about the Interfaith Amigos Alpena visit or the 30 
Days of Peace activities:  email ifaalpena@gmail.com or call 989.657.9474 

See Facebook for the latest info:   Interfaith Amigos – Alpena 
  

*   *   *   *  * 
 

  

SEPTEMBER’S MISSION:  

          “Feeding America” - see www.feedwm.org for details 

 

                      MOVIE NIGHT 

                      Movie night will start again in October.  See next month’s newsletter for details. 

http://interfaithamigos.com/
http://interfaithamigos.com/
mailto:ifaaplena@gmail.com
http://www.feedwm.org/


UNITED NORTHERN ASSOCIATION FALL MEETING  
 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 
Starts at 8:30 A.M with Registration & Continental Breakfast. 

Ends at 2:30pm 
 First Congregational UCC, 218 W. Second Street, Gaylord, MI 49735 

 
Program presented by Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson, a gifted speaker and teacher whom some of us 
had the good fortune to be inspired by when she preached at Rev. Phil Garrison's installation at 
Trinity UCC in Northport. Rev. Thompson is the UCC Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations; 
her workshop at the Fall Meeting is "Living Spiritually in a Multi-Religious World."  
 

*   *   *   *   

 

2016 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MICHIGAN CONFERENCE       
 

Theme:  A New Covenant  
Friday, October 14  & Saturday, October 15, 2016             

Deadline to register, October 7, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENT 
 
 
  

A Love INC Annual Dinner and Fundraiser will be held on Tuesday, September 13 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Cadillac Grill, Eldorado Golf Course.   
Tickets are $25 per person. Call for tickets 231-779-1888. 
 



Sunday Morning Schedule 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                    SEPTEMBER 2016 *Non-Church activities that occur in the church. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
    1 Jazz. 8:30am,  

 5:45 pm 
 

2 Jazz.8:30 am 3 Jazz.8:30 am 

 

4   
Worship 10:30am  
COMMUNION (in 
pews) 
 

5 *Jazz 5:45 pm 

 

LABOR DAY 

6*Jazz.8:30am 

 

7 *Strength 4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm 

 

8 Jazz. 8:30am,  
 5:45 pm 
 

9 Jazz.8:30 am 10 Jazz.8:30 am 

 

11   
Worship 10:30am, 
RALLY DAY 
 

12 *Jazz 5:45 pm 

*Symphony Board 
7pm 

13 *Jazz.8:30 am 

 
14 *Strength 4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm 

7pm Choir 
practice 
 

15 Jazz. 8:30am,  
 5:45 pm 
 

16 Jazz.8:30 am 17 Jazz.8:30 am 

 

18  9:30 Choir 
Worship 10:30am -  
ORGAN 
DEDICATION 

19 *Jazz 5:45 pm 
Board Meeting 
6:30 pm 

20 *Jazz.8:30 am 

 
21 *Strength 4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm  
 

 

22 Jazz. 8:30am,  
 5:45 pm 

 

23 Jazz.8:30 am 24 Jazz.8:30 am 

 

25    
Worship 10:30am 
SEMI ANNUAL 
MEETING 
NOISY OFFERING 
 

26 *Jazz 5:45 pm 
7pm FALL 
STUDY GROUP 

27 *Jazz.8:30 am 

 
28 *Strength 4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm 

7pm Choir 
practice 
 

29 Jazz. 8:30am,  
 5:45 pm 

30 Jazz.8:30 am  

 

Missions:  

September: Feeding America; October: Neighbor’s In Need; November: Salvation Army;  

December: Christmas Fund 

Date Greeter/ushers Liturgist Fellowship Hour Sexton Preacher 

SEPT 
4 

Al Snyder & 
Steve Jackson 

Robin 
Corbin 

Birthday Sunday 
Penny Phelps 

Sue 
Wachowski 

John 
Doud 

SEPT 
11 

Charlotte 
Barfield & Marie 

Linn 

Tom 
Jobson 

Joan and Virgil 
Butler 

Linda Baynes John 
Doud 

SEPT 
18 

Sperry & Gert 
Claypool 

Laura 
Porter 

The Claypools 
Sperry 

Claypool 
John 
Doud 

SEPT 
25 

Dave & Sandy 
Gaunt 

Charlotte 
Barfield 

potluck 
Dave Gaunt John 

Doud 


