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Dr.  Jennifer Harvey, Associate professor of religion at Drake University and author of 

"Dear White Christians, For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation" was the 

keynote speaker at the UCC Michigan Annual Meeting in Flint (October 14-15).  

Below is a partial synopsis of what she shared and some of my own thoughts.  She 

began with these words projected on a large screen and proceeded to share her 

message. 

 

An Open Letter for the Whole Church to Hear:  

 

Dear White Christians... Now What? 

 

The Civil Rights Movement did not end with Rosa Parks on 

the bus. 

 

There continues to be injustices between whites and those of 

color in the church and throughout our nation. 

 

There is work to be done within the UCC and our own liberal 

and progressive church. 

 

The reconciliation movement has failed in the area of racial 

justice and we remain unreconciled. 

 

We need to understand our own White Privilege and acknowledge the injustices between whites and those of color in 

the church and in the nation. 

 

These Stories of the injustices must be told.  Some people think the civil rights movement 

ended in 1964 but the Issue of civil rights did not end with the right to vote.  The civil 

rights movement continues today as people of color do not have access to the same jobs, 

education, housing, health care or safety.  

 

We are called as the United Church of Christ to stop ignoring racial injustice and work 

toward reconciliation of all non-white men and women in this country. 

 

The visibility of Black Lives Matter movement is an opportunity to do reparative work in 

our churches and communities. 

 

We say we are a church of hospitality and extravagant welcome but when it comes to 

living out that hospitality we fall short of accepting people of different races into our white churches and I dare say 

into our church. 

 

For myself, I have been challenged to look at the racist thoughts and feelings I conceal. I didn't think of myself as 

racist but I am.  I avoid or lock my car doors in the poor, run down black parts of town in larger cities.  I do it out of 

fear, not because of anything that has happened to me but because of stories I have heard about how unsafe these 

areas are. 

 

As a kid, my mom tried to expose me to racial diversity as I grew up in a predominately white affluent town.  There 

was one African American boy that was in my school.  I never thought what that must have been like for him.  But 

when my mom took me to down town Detroit to the ethnic festivals I really felt out of place and kind of scared. 

 



People dressed different than me, they danced different than me, their skin was different than mine and though it was 

a public event for all people I still felt like an outsider, because I was. 

 

I was exposed but I didn't know or understand their culture and the history of where they came from or the injustices 

they faced in their day to day lives. 

 

But I knew I was afraid because we were different and I didn't understand those differences. 

 

If we want reconciliation and to be a church of extravagant welcome and hospitality, then we need to get on 

board...Repent and Repair the racism that lies within us as individuals and as a church. 

 

Racial harmony comes from racial understanding...  

 

We in the UCC are called to be a leader in developing racial harmony. 

 

As we look around our church here in Cadillac, MI, we ask the question: 

"Where are they",  the people of color?  But the real question we need to 

ask is where are WE ? 

 

~ Linda Baynes 
 

 

 

Linda Baynes, Delegate; Jennifer Harvey, speaker; Sara Keinath, Delegate 
 

Our Church was well represented at the Michigan UCC Conference.  Also in attendance were:  Bob LeVand, Troy 

Knight, Donna Debney and John Doud.  Linda Baynes and Sara Keinath served as our delegates. 

 
 

 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 6
th

  

 

Interested in joining the Cadillac First Congregational United Church of Christ church family? 

See Rev. John Doud or contact him at pastor@firstcongcadillac.org  or call him at (231) 775-

7632 or (231) 313-6053 

 

 

 

BABY SHOWER – NOVEMBER 6
th

  

 

We are throwing a baby shower for Brittany Isaacs during Fellowship Hour.  The “Moses 

Basket” will be available on the stage if you’d like to bring a gift for her baby girl. (Brittany is 

our Nursery worker every Sunday.) 

 

 
 

 

FALL HARVEST FEAST NOVEMBER 13
th

 

 

There will be a Thanksgiving/Veterans/Harvest Feast after church in the Fellowship Hall.  A 

sign-up sheet is available in the back of the church for side dishes and desserts. 
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MYTHOLOGY AND RELIGION CLASS CONTINUES 

 

You can still sign up for this bi-weekly class, which started on September 26th. The initial 

discussion is based on Joseph Campbell’s “ Thou Art That: Transforming Religious Metaphor. 

Please contact Joe Elenbaas, if you would like to attend or have questions. 

 

The course is being held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month, 7-8:30 pm, through Dec. 

12th  (Sept 26, Oct 10, Oct 24, Nov 14, Nov 28, Dec 12). 

 

 

PROGRAM HONORING VETERANS November 13
th

  

Veterans Day is in November.  The Marie Therese Cadillac local chapter of the Daughters of 

the American Revolution (DAR) is sponsoring a program on November 13, Sunday afternoon 

at 3:00 p.m. in our church sanctuary (after the Fall Harvest Feast) to honor veterans from all 

wars.  We invite our veterans and the community to enjoy this program.  Light refreshments 

will be served in the church Library afterwards.  Contact Marie Linn if you have questions. 

 

Campfire Friends 
 

A convergence of eclectic friends 

On this beautiful Autumn night 

From far and wide came - look at us - 

For some it seems quite right. 

 

The gathering of minds and hearts, 

Around this circle of fire. 

We come to eat, recite, laugh, and reflect 

Like others before us in dire 

 

Need of human interaction 

To spark or rekindle a flame 

Of connectivity with our species 

Or just to play a game. 

 

Look at us! What a motley crew, 

Yet each one so unique. 

The stories we carry from our past - 

If only they could speak - 

 

Would tell of love and loss, 

Of tenderness and sorrow, I'm sure, 

Of untold dysfunction 

Together we travel this journey 

As friends who have found a common hold        

Of respect, non-judgement, and acceptance 

That tightens our bond so bold. 

 

I know in each of you is a story 

So true and beautiful and yet 

Our past is what makes us who we are now. 

We've improved through our experiences, you bet. 

 

I wouldn't take away any of the past 

From my life, nor expect you as well. 

But in the present is where I live, 

It's here I choose to dwell. 

 

Soon enough our short lives will be over.                           

Our poetry circle will be done. 

So for tonight let's really enjoy it 

Before our earthly journey is gone. 

 

~ by Shari Spoelman 

        Of which there may be no cure.



PROPOSED COVENANT – Following is the proposed Covenant for our church.  Please review the proposed 

wording below.  If you have suggestions for any changes or comments about the wording of the proposed Covenant, 

you may turn them in to the Suggestion Box if you missed the October 23 meeting. 

 

Proposed 

Covenant of the 

First Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

Cadillac Michigan 
 

 On our spiritual journey... 
  We, the faith family of the Cadillac First Congregational United Church of Christ, gather as a 

Christian church to learn from the teachings of Jesus as proclaimed in the scriptures; to encourage a consciousness 

of our relationship with God; to inspire truth and a passion for enthusiastic service; and to give generously and 

willingly to the congregation and beyond. 

 

  We walk in fellowship to express God's spirit of hospitality, to pray, and to work for the realization of 

God's Kingdom.  With heartfelt inclusiveness, our doors are open.  We actively build a community of unwavering 

compassion and courageous hope, where all are seen and known, and the God of Extravagant Love is revealed...  

 God is still speaking... 

 

 

 

 

Transgender Day of Remembrance November 20, 2016 

We are an Open and Affirming church.  We have a responsibility to be informed about and caring toward the LGBT 

community.  The Transgender Day of Remembrance is an opportunity for us to learn, grow, and open our hearts a 

little wider as we continue to live out our ONA mission. 

Let us begin with a definition. Linda Tatro Herzer in her book, The Bible and the Transgender Experience, explains 

it this way: 

The word “transgender”, broadly speaking, refers to one’s gender identity and/or one’s gender expression. 

Gender identity has to do with a person’s internal sense of themselves, whether they know themselves to be a 

woman, a man, or possibly neither. Gender expression has to do with how people outwardly express their 

gender through dress, mannerisms, hairstyles, vocal inflections, and so on. (p.10-11) 

Take a moment to think what it would be like to be raised up in a body that doesn’t fit your beliefs about who you 

are.  Think how it would be to live in a culture that makes no allowance for you to express yourself as anything but 

the sexual identity that you have been assigned at birth? 

Transgender Day of Remembrance began in 1999 as a day to memorialize those who have been murdered as a result 

of transphobia and to bring attention to the continued violence endured by the transgender community.  As an ONA 

church we have to be concerned about stopping the cycle of violence.  Please think about it! 
 

The ONA Committee 

 

 

 



BAKERY AUCTION 

The Bakery Auction was a great success and raised $340.  Thank you to Diane Jobson, Troy Knight, Shari 

Spoelman, Penny Phelps, Jill Gines, Kelly McCann and Laura Stewart for donating these wonderful baked items.   It 

was fun for everyone at the Auction. The winning bidders were:  Lowell Corbin, Sue Cinco, Ann Lockwood, Karma 

Chapo, Pat McCurdy, Catherine Doud, Pat Ponczek, Sara Keinath, Karen Anderson and Laura Stewart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FALL CLEANUP  

Many stayed after 

church on October 

9 to clean the 

church inside and 

out.  Lots  

of dusting, 

cleaning, sorting 

and organizing was 

done.  Thank you 

to everyone  

for your hard work! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Our Sunday School is very 

busy this fall and attended 

by a good-sized group. We 

are inviting speakers this 

year to bring lots of new 

information to the children 

as they learn about 

Michigan.  October 9
th

 

they learned about 

Michigan animals and will 

further learn how they can 

serve one another in the 

church and in their home.  Ruthann French shared 

information about Michigan animals. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

After attending the fabulous Cadillac 

Community Chorus Concert, the YAHZ 

ladies enjoyed Penny's cheesecake and 

Kelly's tart from the bakery auction. 



 
TEEN GROUP 
Our newly formed teen group had their first get 
together on October 9.  The small but mighty group 
staked a claim on the old galley room with big plans 
to create a Teen Room for use after church and for 
meetings.  
They then traveled to the home of Tom and Karen 
Anderson where chestnuts were harvested and 
roasted over an “open-fire”.   And the brave hearted 

were seen climbing 
a tree or two. 
Our next event will 
be sometime in 
December with the 
activity and date to 
be emailed as soon 
as confirmed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
Our Sunday services have been blessed with special music from people in the 
congregation who have God-given musical talent.  We were very fortunate to 
have Dorothy Kunkel play a couple selections on the violin during the October 9 
service.  If you’re interested in providing special music during one of the church 
services, you may contact Marge Annis, the choir director through the church 
office. 
 
 

 

Congratulations  to Brittany Isaacs (our Nursery worker) on the birth of Katelyn Marie (on left ), 

born September 27
th

 at Munson Health, Cadillac.  Katelyn was 8 lbs, 9 ounces, and 22 ½ inches long. 

                        

    Congratulations to Emily and Eric Trowbridge (on right) on the birth of Theodore James, at  

    9 pounds, 22” long, on September 20th. 

 

    New friends using the twin Pack N Play in the nursery. 



 

MOVIE NIGHT/CHILI DINNER  

A big thanks to Pat McCurdy for once again organizing a great movie 

night and thank you to those who supplied the variety of chili for 

dinner. Steve Jackson won the best chili award – Pork chili with corn 

bread topping.  Yum!! Many varieties of Chili were provided by:  Ann 

Lockwood, Steve Jackson, Charlotte Barfield, Rachel Whiteman, Bo 

McCurdy and Cam Gines. The movie was “Young Frankenstein”.  A 

good group attended and we were even visited by a couple of costumed 

celebrities:  Witchy Poo & Cat in the Hat  (oops – that’s our own Pat McCurdy and Marie Linn).  Everyone 

had a good time.  Movie Nights are held the third Tuesday of the month in Fellowship Hall.  Next month there 

will be a potato bar the movie  feature to be announced. 

 

 

From the October Meeting –  

 

· Discussed cleaning up personal space after fellowship.  It’s a team effort to keep our church clean. 

· November 13 Veterans/Thanksgiving Service.  Harvest Feast. 

· November 20 National Transgender Day of Remembrance. 

· November 27 Pat McCurdy will be in the pulpit.  Thank you Pat for your service. 

· We will be starting a new procedure the beginning of November.  Announcements will be made from  

· 10:25-10:30. The worship service will begin at 10:30. 

· We are growing.  We are attracting young families. Remember Reverend Dr. Doud’s challenge.     

· Invite a friend to church.  



 

 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR & LUNCHEON   
 

The Handmade Holiday Sale will be held Saturday, December 3, from 10:30-3:00 at our church in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

·Shop a variety of local artists and crafters for your high quality hand 

    crafted items and this holiday season. Local products and baked goods 

     will also be available. 

·A soup lunch will be available for a small fee. 

·For more information or if you want to be a vendor, please contact Shari Spoelman at (231) 920-8266. 

 

 

HANGING OF THE TREE ORNAMENTS – The congregation and children will again hang 

ornaments on the Christmas tree in the Sanctuary during morning worship service on December 4
th

. 

 

 

 

POINSETTIA ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS – Watch for order forms in December for the 

Memorial Christmas Poinsettias. 

 

 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY PICTURES – We’re starting to make plans for a new Church Directory.  

If you’re a snowbird, please see Robin Corbin before you leave so she can set up a time to get your 

picture taken. 

 

 

 

 

WINTER CONTACT INFORMATION – Please be sure to give the office your Winter 

contact information, such as mailing address and/or email address so we can keep you informed 

about things such as By-laws updates and newsletters. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2016 Missions: Jan.: Our Church’s Wider Mission, Feb.: After 26 Project, March: One Great Hour of Sharing, April: Love, INC,  

May: Strengthen the Church, June: New Hope Shelter, July: Back Pack Program, August: Shepherd’s Table, Sept.: Feeding America, 

Oct.: Neighbors in Need, Nov.: Salvation Army, Dec.: Christmas Fund 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

Date Greeter/ushers Liturgist Fellowship Hour Sexton Preacher 

NOV 6 Linda Baynes,  
Penny Phelps 

Penny Phelps 
Volunteers Needed 

Bob LeVand John Doud 

NOV 13 Bill & Sue Cinco Karen 
Anderson HARVEST FEAST 

Carol Nilsson John Doud 

NOV 20 Laura Jacobson, Sam 

Pentces 

Karma Chapo 
Volunteers Needed 

Penny Phelps John Doud 

NOV 27 Al Snyder, Steve 
Jackson 

Tom Jobson 
Volunteers Needed 

Sue Wachowski Pat McCurdy 

 

NOVEMBER 2016 CALENDAR   
* denotes non-church activities that occur in the church. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1*Jazz.8:30

am 

 

2 *Strength 

4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm 
7pm Choir 

practice 
 

3 Jazz. 

8:30am,  

 5:45 pm 
 

4 Jazz.8:30 

am 
5 Jazz.8:30 am 

 

6  9:30am Choir 

Worship 10:30am  
COMMUNION (Pews) 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 
 

Baby Shower for Brittany 
during Fellowship Hour 

 

7 *Jazz 5:45 pm 

*Symphony 
Board 7pm 

 

8*Jazz.8:30

am 
 

9 *Strength 

4:30pm 
*Jazz.5:45 pm 

7pm Choir 
practice 

 

10 Jazz. 

8:30am,  
 5:45 pm 

 

11 Jazz.8:30 

am 

121 Jazz.8:30 

am 
 

13  9:30am Choir 
Worship 10:30am,  

 
HARVEST FEAST/Veteran 
Recognition 
 
*3:00- Program Honoring Veterans in 
Sanctuary - Public Invited 

14 *Jazz 5:45 
pm 

7pm FALL 
STUDY GROUP 

15 
*Jazz.8:30 

am 
 

6 pm 

MOVIE 
NIGHT & 

Potato Bar 

16 *Strength 
4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm 
7pm Choir 

practice 

17 Jazz. 
8:30am,  

 5:45 pm 
 

18 Jazz.8:30 
am 

 

19 Jazz.8:30 
am 

 

20  9:30 Choir 
Worship 10:30am  

 
Transgender Memorial – Q&A after 
church 
 
NOISY OFFERING 

 

21 *Jazz 5:45 
pm 

Board Meeting 
6:30 pm 

Newsletter 
items due 

22 
*Jazz.8:30 

am 
 

23 *Strength 
4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm  
 

24 Jazz. 
8:30am,  

 5:45 pm 
 
THANKSGIVING 

      

25 Jazz.8:30 
am 

26 Jazz.8:30 
am 

 

27    

Worship 10:30am 

 

28 *Jazz 5:45 

pm 

7pm FALL 
STUDY GROUP 

29 

*Jazz.8:30 

am 
 

30 *Strength 

4:30pm 

*Jazz.5:45 pm 
7pm Choir 

practice 
 

   

Please be sure to have all articles for the 

December Newsletter into the office No 

Later Than  Nov. 21.  Thank You    


